
Ethanol Debate - Pro stance: The US should continue to pursue ethanol fuel in its goal of 

energy stability 

Information (to be gathered by students from assigned articles) 

 Ethanol can be cellulosic (made out of non-edible plants or non-edible portions of plants) 

 Ethanol is produced domestically, meaning all profits stay in the US 

 The manufacturing of ethanol provides jobs for US workers 

 Ethanol is a renewable source of energy that can be planted every year 

 Ethanol burns more cleanly than gasoline 

 Ethanol production requires three times less water than gasoline 

 Infrastructure is in place and in use for large-scale ethanol use (as opposed to other 

vehicle fuel petroleum alternatives) 
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Ethanol Debate – Anti stance: The US should no longer subsidize ethanol production, and 

focus on other measures to achieve energy stability 

Information (to be gathered by students from assigned articles) 

 Due to the ethanol mandate, up to 40% of the US corn crop must be used for ethanol 

production, instead of food production, regardless of total corn yield 

o This may result in increased food prices 

 Ethanol causes standard automobiles to have reduced gas mileage 

 Not all vehicle engines are compatible with ethanol 

 Removal of all parts of the corn plant from the soil (to make cellulosic ethanol) also 

removes plant nutrients and increases erosion 

 The burning of ethanol emits carbon dioxide and other greenhouse gases to the 

atmosphere 

 Ethanol production raises corn prices, which impacts the amount of grain developing 

countries can purchase 
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